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The acreage of principal spring planted field crops (excluding hay) in Oregon 
this year is expected to be about 4 per cent above the 1949 acreage and about 14 
per cent above average according to reports of farmers to the Crop Reporting Ser- 
vice. A 30 per cent increase in the barley acreage (including fall seeded) more 
than offset the following decreases: spring wheat down 17 per cent;corn dow 10 per cent; 
flaxseed down 56 per cent; dry field peas down 17 per cent; and potatoes down 5 per 
cent. . Seeded acreage of oats (including fall), forecast at 143,000, is unchanged 
from the 1949 seeded acreage. Washington and Idaho farmers also expect to increase 
their spring planted acreages with increases indicated for both States in oats, 
barley, and potatoes. The indicated spring wheat acreage for all of Idaho is the 
same as last year's plantings but a substantial increase is indicated for northern 
Idaho. . Increases of total spring planted acreages in all three States was made 
possible by the curtailed seedings of winter wheat as a result of acreage allotments 


; A'S per cent increase is expected in the oe of all hay to be cut in Oregon and Idaho 
this year, while the State of Washington expects a 6 per cent increases 


; The very dry conditions last fall in eastern Oregon delayed seedings of winter wheat and 
in many instances coused farmers to hold the acroage over for spring seeding, As a result the 
acreage to be seeded to spring wheat is well above average even though it is much short of last 
year. The spring wheat acreage in 1949 was unusually high because of heavy resecdings as a 
result of erosion and winter kill. Due to good protection from snow during the oxtrenely cold 
weather and beceuse runoff was not so rapid, losses of winter wheat have not becn large to date. 
Heavy snowfall during the winter has largely offset the dry conditions of last fall. However, 
some areas in southeastern Oregon are still below normal in moisture supply. In western Oregon 
nost fall planted acreages survived the unusually cold weather of January and early February due 
to protection from the heavy snow cover. Hero, too, melting and runoff was not rapid enough 

for excessive erosion, Most parts of the State report ample irrigation water for the coming 
season, The acreage actually planted to spring crops in 1950 may turn out to be larger or small- 
er than now indiceted because of weather conditions, or changes in plans of producers due to 
price changes, labor supply, the agricultural program, etc. The table which follows sunnarizes 
planting intentions in Oregon and neighboring States: 
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UNITED STATES: For the country 4s a whole, a relatively large acreage of springssown crops, is 
in prospect for 1950, The iné¢rcase in the total of 17 crovs (including hay 
for which prospective dcreages are estimated, is from 274.2 million acres {n 1949 to 277.9 mil- 
lion acres this season. In terms of total planted acreage, this increase is more than offset, 
however, by the large decline in winter wheat secded last fall, Declines in ecreages are large 
for corn and spring wheat, small for peanuts, dry beans, rice, potatoes and tobrcco; all these 
are crops for which acreage allotments will be in effect in 1950. Other declincs are planned in 
flax and dry peas. But more than offsetting these declines are intended increases in oats, barley, 
soybeans, sorghums, hay, sugar beets, sweet potatoos and cowpeas. Spring activitics are normal 
to advanced over uost of the country, though checked somewhat by cold March weather. Soil mois- 
ture is satisfactory, cxcept in the southern Great Plains. Irrigation water supplics are mostly 
adequate, the chief cxception being in New Mexico, Arizona, and Nevada. 


Principal crops "planted or grown" in 1950 may total nearly 359 million acros, allowing for 
duplications and for numerous crops not yet surveyed. This would be about 10:; million acres less 
than in 1949, also less than in 1048. 1944, ond 1943, but would exceed the total in any other 

year since 1937, The peak period was in 1980-23, vheg the range was 369,5 to 3/75,5 million acres. 


Feed grains may be planted on nearly 4 million acres more than in 1949, according to present 
plans, But this ai; per cent increase in acreage nay not bring about an increase in production. 
The prospective acreage of corn is 5 million acres less than planted in 1949, with most of the 
reduction in the higheyiclding Corn Belt and adjacent States. Furthermore, per acre tonngges of 
the grains which are being increased are not as large as for corn. Increases of noarly 35 mil- 
lion acres of oats, over Bia on acres of bavicy and nearly 3 million acros of sorghums raise 
the feed grain agsrogate acreage above that of 1949. On the basis of 1944.48 average yields per 
acre, the prospective 1950 feed grain acreage would produce about 1134 million tons, or 10 per 
cent less than the 126 million tons in 1949, Hay acreage is indicated at about 2: million acres 
more than in 1949 ond slightly above averages This not only provides for slightly increased 
numbers of hay-consuming livestock and for replenishing low reserves in some arcas, but also abs 
sorbs some of the acreage adjustments in other crovS. 


A sharp decline in food grain acreage is in prospect, compared with 1949, ‘inter wheat, 
acreage was reduced 15 per cent and prospective snring wheat is down 12,5 per cent, If yields of 
spring wheat should be at the 1944.48 average, about 1,185 million bushels of all wheat may be 
produced in 1950, Allotment acreages were originally designed to obtain production of 1,1¢5 mil- 
lion bushels, but wero later liberalized, A reduction of 10,5 per cent in rice ocreage is in 
prospects Rye was sown last fall on an eighth larger acreage than the previous fall. 


Among the oilsecds, a sharp increase of 18 per cent for soybeans is indicated by the pros- 
pective 14,5 million acres grown alone, but flex acreage will decline by nearly 1.< million acres 
or 22.5 per centy and peanuts by about 359,000 acres, one-eighth below the 1949 level. Potato 
acreage will be about 62,000 less. Dry beans are under allotment and the acreage will be down 
c22,000 acres, about once-cighth, while the reduction of 86,000 acres in dry poas is nearly one- 
fourth, The plenned increase of 211,000 acres would bring sugar beet acreage up more than a 
fourth above that of 1949, 
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1/ Acreage harvested, 2/ Grown alone for all purposes. 


Released: Portland, Oregon 
March 22, 1950 
Clarence E, ‘Thite 
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